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/.  Winston  Coleman,  Jr.,  LL.D.tLitt.D. 


2048  Blairmore  Road  Lexington,  Kentucky  40502 

July  2nd,  1975 

Dear  Gerald: 

u 

Thanks  for  your  letter,  with  the  copy  of  the  litograph  of  "Ashland" 
which  was  erroneously  attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln* 

Ashland  -  the  home  of  Henry  Clay  -  the  central  part  was  erected 
in  1805  -  the  wings  were  buill  on  in  18U-1812,  from  a  sketch  submitted  by 
the  noted  architect  Benjamin  H.  Latrobe  -  he  never  came  to  Kentucky,  but  sent 
the  sketch  on  and  some  local  builder  built  the  wings* 

Clay  died  in  1852  -  his  son,  James  B.  Clay  purchased  the  property 
and  in  1856  demolished  the  old  residence,  which  the  papers  said  had  "become  unfit 
for  human  habitation".  One  wall  had  about  collapsed* 

Major  Thomas  Lewinski,  a  local  architect  built  the  house  back  on 
the  same  plan,  using  much  of  the  original  materials*  By  a  close  comparison 

with  the  litb"graph  that  you  sent  and  a  picture  of  the  mansion  today,  reveals 

A 

that  quoins  were  put  on  the  sides  of  the  building,  the  chimneys  are  a  little 

different,  iron  railing*  wer$  added  to  the  windows  in  the  wings,  and  the  windows 

A 

in  the  original  wer$  square^  across  the  top,  whereas  the  current  ones  are  rounded. 
But  essentially,  the  building  is  the  same* 

The  litfegrapii  you  sent  me  is  a  view  sometime  before  1856  -  any 

A. 

time  between  I8U4.  to  1856.  The  rebuilt  building  (as  it  is  now;  was  completed 
by  July,  1857. 

There  was  never  any  connection  with  this  house  and  ^be  Lincoln. 
I  will  be  very  pleased  to  keep  the  litograph  as  I  do  not  have  one. 
Sorry  I  did  not  get  down  to  L.M.U  for  the  Commencement. 

With  best  wishes         /i  I  •    ^~J—~  " 


/.  Winston  Coleman,  Jr.,  LL.D.,  Litt.D. 

2048  BLAIRMORE  ROAD  LEXINGTON,  KENTUCKY  40502 


July  2nd,  1975 

Dear  Geralds 

After  writing  you  yesterday  about  the  picture 
of  Henry  Clay's  "Ashland"  -  I  believe  it  would  be  correct 
to  say  that  the  view  was  about  181*0  to  1850.  Or,  at  least 
in  the  itt*  1850 »s,  although  Clay  died  in  1852. 

I  will  be  interested  to  see  what  youilhave  to 
say  about  it  in  the  Lincoln  Herald. 

With  best  wishes  -y 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


The  colored  lithograph  of  "Ashland"  the  home  of  Henry  Clay 
in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  was  in  all  likelihood  erroneously  entitled 
"The  Home  of  Our  Marytred  President"  in  order  to  advance  sales 
of  the  print  following  the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

This  view  depicts  the  home  sometime  between  the  years  1840 
to  1850,  although  Clay  died  in  1852.    The  central  part  of  the 
structure  was  erected  in  1805  and  the  wings  were  built  about  1811 
and  1812,  from  a  sketch  submitted  by  the  noted  architect  Benjamin 
H.  Latrobe.    He  never  came  to  Kentucky  to  supervise  the  construction 
but  sent  the  plans  to  a  local  builder. 

James  B.  Clay,  the  son  of  the  noted  Kentuckian,  purchased 
the  property  and  in  1856  demolished  the  old  residence  which  was 
so  dilapidated  that  one  wall  was  about  to  collapse.    Mai  or  Thomas 
Lewinski,  a  Lexington  architect,  built  the  house  on  the  same 
plan,  using  much  of  the  original  materials. 

A  close  comparison  between  the  lithograph  and  the  mansion 
today  reveals  quoins  were  put  on  the  sides  of  the  building,  the 
chimneys  are  a  little  different,  iron  railings  were  added  to 
the  windows  in  the  wings  and  the  windows  in  the  original  were 
square  across  the  top,  whereas  the  present  ones  are  rounded. 
In  nearly  every  other  respect  the  present  building  is  the  same 
as  the  original.    The  reconstruction  was  completed  in  July,  1857. 


print  dealer  materially  increased  his  sales  of  the  lithograph 
with  its  false  title. 

The  editor  is  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Winston  Coleman,  Jr.,  of 
Lexington,  Kentucky  for  detailed  information  relative  to  the  Clay  mansion 


One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  the  skulduggery  of  the  1860 


,  AHHLAND,  HOME  OF  HENRY  CLAY.  To  know  Lincoln  we  must  know  his 

heroes.     Clay  was  one  of  them,  who  wrote  of  himself:     "If  anyone 
desire  to  know  the  leading  and  paramount  obfect  of  my  life,  the 
preservation  of  this  Union  will  furnish  him  the  key."    Hi^Llf 6£and 
Times  by  Carl  Schurz  should  be  read  by  the  Lincoln  student.  Lincoln 
was  a  ^ig  Residential  Elector  in  '44  and  campaigned  for  Clay,  visit- 
ing among  other  places,  Gentryville,  his  Indiana  home,  1816-1830. 
Ashland,  Lexington,  Ky. ,  the  home  of  Henry  Clay,  amy  serve  to  suggest 
his  influence.     Her  e  ^visited  Clay  two  years  later,  Albert  Shaws 
Abraham  Lincoln  ,  A  cartoon  History^ is  especially  valuable  for  this 
period.     See  vol.1, pp. 108-134 
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